0:00 

well today Donald Trump met his judge 
0:04 

Sarika and he met him in Brooklyn 

0:08 

and that could mean that Donald Trump is 
0:11 

now on a legal fast track to a very very 
0:14 

bad outcome to the FBI's search of his 
0:17 

Florida residents where the FBI found 
0:20 

hundreds of government documents and 
0:22 

classified documents including some 
0:24 

highly classified documents that the FBI 
0:27 


found in 

0:29 

Donald Trump's desk 
0:33 

in his desk 

0:36 


Judge John cirica was named Time 

0:39 

magazine's Man of the Year in 1974 

0:41 

because of his handling of criminal 

0:43 

cases involving Republican president 
0:46 

Richard Nixon it was Judge John Sarika 
0:49 

who ordered President Nixon to hand over 
0:52 

the audio tapes of the president's 

0:55 

discussions in the Oval Office those 

0:57 

tapes revealed Richard Nixon's 

0:58 

involvement in federal crimes Richard 
1:01 

Nixon then resigned the presidency and a 
1:04 

month later was pardoned by his chosen 
1:07 

vice president who had become President 
1:09 

Gerald Ford that pardon saved Richard 
1:12 


Nixon from becoming the first former 
1:15 

president of the United States to be 

1:17 

charged with a crime and tonight that 
1:19 

historical achievement 

1:21 

of being the first former president of 
1:23 

the United States to be charged witha 
1:24 

crime seems ever more likely to become 
1:27 

an entry in Donald Trump's resume 

1:31 

Judge John Sarika was appointed to the 
1:33 

federal bench by Republican president 
1:37 

Dwight Eisenhower and he took down the 
1:40 

next Republican president Richard Nixon 
1:42 

Donald Trump's John Sarika was also 

1:45 

appointed 

1:46 

by a Republican president Ronald Reagan 
1:50 

judge Raymond Deary who is now serving 
1:53 

as the special master in the case of 

1:54 

Donald J Trump versus United States of 
1:56 

America became the special master in the 
1:58 

case because Donald Trump's own lawyers 
2:01 

suggested his name to the judge handling 
2:04 

the case in Florida asking her to 

2:06 

appoint Raymond Deary as special master 
2:08 

and because judge Deary has always been 
2:12 

widely regarded as a fair-minded 

2:14 

reasonable and honorable jurist the 

2:16 

federal prosecutors in the case 


2:18 

simply agreed 

2:20 

to Donald Trump's choice 

2:23 

of Judge deary who serves in the eastern 
2:26 

district of New York in Brooklyn and so 
2:27 

it was in the federal courthouse in 

2:29 

Brooklyn today 

2:32 

where Donald Trump who was born in the 
2:35 

adjacent neighborhood of Queens was told 
2:37 

something 

2:38 

that Donald Trump's parents never told 
2:41 

him 

2:42 

you can't have your cake and eat it too 
2:45 

that's actually something parents have 
2:48 

been telling children for literally 

2:50 

hundreds of years beginning in medieval 
2:53 

England where versions of that sentence 
2:55 

were passed around in the 1500s in 1611. 
3:00 

the English poet John Davies put it ina 
3:04 

way that actually makes more semantic 
3:06 

sense than the current version when he 
3:08 

said a man cannot eat his cake and have 
3:12 

it still 

3:15 

judge Deary conducted a meeting with the 
3:18 

lawyers of both sides of the case in his 
3:21 

Brooklyn courtroom today and tonight 
3:23 

Donald Trump is probably throwing his 
3:26 


cake 

3:27 

judge Deary scheduled the meeting for 2 
3:30 

P.M 

3:31 

and remarkably entered his courtroom 
3:33 

precisely at 2 pm according to our first 
3:36 

guest tonight Andrew Weissman who was in 
3:38 

the room that kind of precise adherence 
3:40 

to schedule to anyone who has spent much 
3:42 

time in courtrooms is remarkable it's 
3:45 

just a remarkable way to start a 2 pm 
3:48 

court session exactly at 2 pm judge Fury 
3:51 

was quick he was simple he was direct 
3:53 

his first question was to the Trump 

3:54 

lawyers quote is there a real dispute 
3:58 

about the property inventory Donald 
4:00 

Trump's lead lawyer today former Federal 
4:02 

prosecutor James trustee spoke in 

4:04 

response to that question for a couple 
4:06 

of hundred words but didn't answer it to 
4:09 

which judge Deary said so the answer to 
4:12 

my question is you don't know whether 
4:14 

there is going to be a real dispute to 
4:16 

the inventory Mr trustee that's fair 

4:19 

judge Deary covered some mechanical 
4:21 

details about how most of the 11 000 
4:23 

documents in the case can be made 
4:24 

available to Donald Trump's lawyers then 


4:26 

judge Deary turned to the most important 
4:28 

documents saying quote the government of 
4:30 

course wants to classified documents off 
4:33 

the table for the moment at least | 

4:35 

understand that we're dealing with 
4:36 

presumably highly sensitive information 
4:38 

if I'm going to verify the 

4:40 

classification what am | looking at is 
4:42 

there a claim that the document is 

4:44 

classified that should not have been 
4:46 

classified is there a claim that 

4:48 

something was labeled purposefully 
4:50 

classified that isn't the reason | ask 
4:54 

is if the government essentially gives 
4:56 

me prima facie evidence that these are 
4:59 

classified documents and you the Trump 
5:01 

lawyers for whatever reason decide not 
5:05 

to advance any claims of 

5:07 

declassification which | understand is 
5:09 

your prerogative l'm left with a prima 
5:12 

facie case of classified documents and 
5:15 

as far as I'm concerned that's the end 
5:16 

of it 

5:18 

that's the end of it 

5:20 

Donald Trump's lawyers didn't think that 
5:22 

was the end of it they said we're not in 
5:25 


the position without having seen the 
5:27 

physical evidence and without having a 
5:29 

chance to fully explore what these 
5:30 

documents purport to be to tell the 
5:32 

court in good faith that | know I have 
5:36 

an argument to be made about 

5:38 

classification to which the judge said 
5:41 

well you did bring the lawsuit and make 
5:44 

that claim 

5:45 

now in judge Aileen Mercedes cannons 
5:48 

courtroom in Florida Trump's lawyers 
5:50 

could get away with making statements 
5:52 

like that 

5:53 

but not today not in Brooklyn not with 
5:56 

judge deary 

5:57 

judge Deary suggested the clear 

6:00 

possibility that the Trump lawyers would 
6:03 

not be allowed to see the classified 
6:04 

documents in this case and the judge 
6:07 

Deary himself 

6:09 

might not even look at them judge Deary 
6:11 

said let's not belittle the fact that we 
6:14 

are dealing with at least potentially 
6:16 

legitimately classified information the 
6:18 

government has a very strong obligation 
6:20 

as all of us do to see to it that that 

6:23 

information doesn't get in the wrong 


6:25 

hands it's not just a matter it seems to 
6:28 

me of being cleared it's a matter of 
6:31 

need to know and if you need to know you 
6:34 

will know that's the way | see it if | 

6:37 

can make my judgments without | don't 
6:40 

want to see the material it's presumably 
6:42 

sensitive material if | can make my 

6:44 

recommendation to judge Cannon right or 
6:46 

wrong without exposing myself 

6:49 

or you to that material 

6:52 

| will do it 

6:55 

before the meeting with judge Deary at 2 
6:57 

pm today the Trump lawyers filed their 
6:58 

response to the Justice Department's 
7:01 

appeal of the case seeking to exclude 
7:03 

the classified documents from the 

7:05 

special Master process 

7:06 

the Trump lures once again classified 
7:09 

the case as quote a document storage 
7:11 

dispute that has spiraled out of control 
7:13 

and said quote the government wrongfully 
7:15 

seeks to criminalize The Possession by 
7:18 

the 45th president of his own 

7:20 

presidential and personal records the 
7:22 

problem for the Trump lawyers is that 
7:24 

possession 

7:25 


is a crime possession of these records 
7:28 

isa crime 

7:31 

it is legally true that former 

7:33 

presidents have access to many of the 
7:35 

records that were found in Donald 

7:37 

Trump's home 

7:38 

success 

7:39 

but presence are not legally allowed to 
7:43 

take them home and own them 

7:46 

the Trump lawyers repeatedly played the 
7:49 

classification game in their filing the 
7:52 

appeals filing to the 11th Circuit Court 
7:53 

of Appeals referring to quote the 

7:55 

government's contention that the 

7:57 

approximately 100 purportedly classified 
8:00 

documents were in fact classified but 
8:03 

the Trump lawyers refused to say again 
8:05 

that the documents were not classified 
8:08 

and Donald Trump's lawyers 

8:10 

in writing 

8:12 

went so far as to invite a criminal 

8:16 

prosecution of Donald Trump to determine 
8:19 

whether the documents are classified and 
8:21 

whether or not they belong to Donald 
8:23 

Trump the Trump lawyers actually said in 
8:25 

writing whether some of the listed 
8:28 

property does not in fact belong to 


8:31 

president Trump is a matter best dealt 
8:34 

with 

8:35 

on summary judgment or 

8:37 

at trial 

8:40 

or at trial there are Donald Trump's 
8:44 

lawyers in writing today to a federal 
8:46 

appeals court saying the way to 

8:49 

determine who should have these 
8:51 

documents is to charge Donald Trump with 
8:54 

federal crimes and put him on trial 
8:59 

after a day of trump lawyering like 
9:01 

today 

9:02 

you don't have to be a TV fiction drama 
9:05 

writer like | used to be to be left 

9:08 

wondering 

9:10 

if Donald Trump's lawyers 

9:12 

secretly were working against him 
9:16 

wanting him to be convicted of crimes 
9:20 

would they have done or said anything 
9:22 

different today | mean think about it it 
9:24 

was Donald Trump's lawyers who suggested 
9:26 

Raymond Deary as the special Master the 
9:29 

special master who said today that he 
9:31 

might not even look at the classified 
9:33 

documents before ruling in favor of the 
9:35 

prosecution and it is Donald Trump's 
9:37 


lawyers 

9:38 

who have told the special master and the 
9:40 

appeals court 

9:41 

that the way to find out is Donald Trump 
9:44 

is going to claim that he Declassified 
9:47 

those documents while he was present is 
9:49 

to charge him with a crime 

9:53 

they are inviting 

9:56 

Federal prosecutors to charge him with a 
9:58 

crime the highest priced lawyer in the 
10:01 

room today the one Donald Trump is 
10:02 

paying three million dollars of his 

10:04 

contributors money 

10:06 

didn't say a word not one word and he's 
10:10 

considered the most competent lawyer on 
10:12 

the Trump side 

10:14 

at what point does Donald Trump begin to 
10:17 

wonder 

10:19 

which side are his lawyers really on 
10:22 

what do you make of the developments of 
10:25 

the day uhin in the Trump case and what 
10:28 

will ultimately be Merrick Garland's 
10:30 

view of this case 

10:33 

well it seems to me that the 

10:35 

developments of the day 

10:36 

were 

10:38 

all designed to make clear that the rule 


10:42 

of law that Merrick Garland so 

10:45 

thoughtfully spoke about 

10:47 

when he was 

10:49 

in producing 

10:52 

new citizens to the United States of 
10:54 

America but the rule of law is going to 
10:56 

prevail 

10:58 

split screen would have shown that 
11:00 

almost at the same time that Merrick 
11:02 

Garland was giving that speech praising 
11:05 

the rule of law Donald Trump was 
11:07 

addressing a rally 

11:09 

and he was embracing Q Anon and he was 
11:13 

saying in no uncertain terms that if 
11:16 

they come after me 

11:18 

then there's going to be hell to pay 
11:20 

there will be violence there will be 
11:23 

terrible problems and he's speaking to a 
11:26 

crowd that is giving what looks 

11:29 

frighteningly liked a Nazi salute 

11:32 

they're raising their hands with one 
11:34 

finger 

11:36 

cheering this 

11:38 

monstrous speech 

11:40 

it seems to me that what happened in the 
11:43 

courtroom today was what happens when 
11:45 


grown-ups take over 

11:47 

you know Andrew Weissman 

11:50 

compared it to the feeling that an 
11:52 

astronaut might have on returning to 
11:54 

Earth | think of it as a feeling that | 
11:58 

had when sort of returning from the 
12:00 

fantasy land of watching judge Cannon 
12:03 

ignore 

12:05 

all the canons of the law 

12:08 

and simply 

12:10 

doing what seemed sensible to her in 
12:14 

order to help Donald Trump returning 
12:17 

from that fantasy land to the classroom 
12:19 

that | used to teach in where the law 
12:21 

actually had something to do with the 
12:23 

outcome 

12:25 

that was like returning to Earth and it 
12:27 

seems to me that because Donald Trump's 
12:31 

lawyers 

12:32 

clearly have no case to press 

12:35 

they say 

12:37 

we're just not ready to tell you whether 
12:40 

any of these documents have been 
12:42 

Declassified even though our client on 
12:45 

what he calls proof social hints that 
12:48 

they were and the judge quite rightly 
12:50 

presses and says but didn't your client 


12:53 

bring this lawsuit isn't it his burden 
12:56 

to establish that he has some basis to 
13:00 

get these documents back rather than 
13:02 

have them protected as secrets that 
13:05 

belong to the government 

13:07 

when that happened it really seemed to 
13:09 

me that the game was up and what does it 
13:12 

all mean what it all means is that quite 
13:14 

a part from whatever indictments come 
13:16 

down from Georgia and quite a part from 
13:19 

whatever indictments come down for 
13:23 

attempting to overturn the election and 
13:26 

formatting a violent insurrection 

13:29 

it's impossible not to indict Donald 
13:32 

Trump for violating the Espionage Act 
13:35 

for violating it by withholding top 
13:40 

secret government information 

13:42 

knowingly willingly after being advised 
13:45 

by his lawyers that they that these 
13:48 

documents had to be returned to the 
13:49 

government 

13:50 

um 

13:51 

and for doing that in an unsecure 
13:54 

location that's a very serious crime not 
13:57 

just a technical crime it's not just a 
13:59 

matter of of some dispute over storing 
14:03 


things in one Locker rather than another 
14:06 

this is espionage and it endangers the 
14:09 

security of the United States so Merrick 
14:11 

Garland won't have any choice it used to 
14:13 

look like a hard decision for him now 
14:16 

it's really quite an easy one it's going 
14:19 

to be tough for the nation to swallow 
14:22 

but even tougher 

14:24 

for all of us in the long run would be 
14:27 

to swallow this the 

14:29 

Specter of someone violating the 

14:33 

National Security laws of the United 
14:34 

States and getting away with it that 
14:37 

just can't be the law and | think what 
14:40 

we saw in a serious courtroom today 
14:42 

presided over by a mature judge who 
14:45 

knows what he's doing what we saw is a 
14:49 

glimpse of what is going to come down 
14:51 

and that is Donald Trump will finally 
14:53 

for the first time in his life be held 


14:56 

accountable and | think the United 
14:58 

States will be the better for it 
15:00 


the the Trump lawyers uh have argued 
15:04 

themselves into a truly terrible corner 
15:07 

where they find themselves in writing 
15:09 

today saying the way to find out whether 
15:13 

these documents are classified or not is 


15:16 

to put Donald Trump on trial they they 
15:18 

actually invited and and I | think of 
15:21 

you as such a you're you're a most 
15:23 

highly experienced uh of pellet expert 
15:26 

we could have here uh lawyers in appeals 
15:30 

cases have to be so careful of every 
15:31 

single word they choose and to to find 
15:34 

themselves writing down into that corner 
15:37 

where they end up saying at the end of 
15:39 

the sentence uh you know or in a trial 
15:42 

uh it would seem they'd have to they 
15:44 

should do everything they can to make 
15:46 

sure they don't end up saying that 
15:49 

you would think that and | doubt that 
15:52 

they are 

15:53 

getting any very kind comments from 
15:56 

their client Donald Trump this evening | 
15:58 

mean he obviously must think with 
16:00 

friends like these | don't know what it 
16:03 

would mean to have adversaries it also 
16:05 

happened by the way today when 11 
16:08 

Attorneys General Republican Attorneys 
16:10 

General filed a brief on behalf of 

16:12 

Donald Trump in the 11th circuit saying 
16:16 

that the the ruling by judge Cannon 
16:19 

should not be state that she did the 
16:22 


right thing her injunction against 

16:26 

the use of the seized materials to 

16:30 

investigate Trump should be left in 
16:33 

place but they didn't make any legal 
16:35 

arguments they didn't make any factual 
16:37 

arguments it was all automat what they 
16:39 

said basically and I read it with with 
16:42 

astonishment what they said was 

16:45 

you can't trust the Biden Administration 
16:47 

the Biden Administration has has done 
16:50 

lots of terrible things whereas Donald 
16:53 

Trump is essentially above the law that 
16:56 

is they were defending judge cannons 
16:58 

quite open statement that you have to 
17:00 

give special privileges to a civilian 

17:03 

who happens to have been the former 
17:05 

president this was in the form of a 
17:07 

friend of the court brief but really it 
17:10 

was a friend of Donald Trump's brief not 
17:13 

really helping the court in any way and 
17:15 

| thought again with friends like that 
17:18 

Donald Trump really doesn't need any 
17:20 

enemies because the Attorneys General 
17:22 

who thought they were helping him were 
17:24 

just underscoring the fact that the only 
17:27 

way to rule for Trump the only way to 
17:30 

spare him from an indictment and a 


17:32 

conviction is to put him Above the Law 
17:35 

and put the Department of Justice below 
17:38 

the law and that would be the end of the 
17:40 

rule of law and of democracy that's not 
17:43 

where we're headed that's where 

17:45 

Trump would like to see us go but | 
17:47 

don't think we're going there 


